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ACT |

Scene 1

A typical bedroomin an old house. A queen bed,

di agonal to the audience, takes up the left side
of the stage. Against the far wall is a dresser,
covered in honely knick-knacks, and a wi de, square
window. It is dark outside. A |lanp stands beside
the dresser, filling the roomwith warmlight. To
the left, beside the bed, is a door left ajar to

t he begi nnings of a small hallway. The room has a
cozy, famliar feeling to it.

Lisa Goldwin, thirty years of age, sits on the
edge of the bed. She’s a thin, tall woman and has
a slight nervousness about her. She’s wearing
only a housecoat and slippers. Her husband,
Matthew Goldwin, is a little older looking. He is
a dark haired man who appears frustrated. He's
weari ng paj amas and watching his wfe

intently. It is clear that sonething has

di sturbed themvery |l ate at night.

LI SA
It can’t be the cat, Matthew. It couldn’'t possibly be
just the cat.

MATTHEW
It has to be the cat. There is no other explanation.
(sweetly)
Lisa, when did it start happeni ng?

He gets closer to her, but she turns her
head. Wen he puts his hand on her knee she turns
further. He stands again.

MATTHEW
When you brought that cat into the house, that’s when.
LI SA
(qui ckly, defensive)
It’s a coincidence. That cat is harm ess. You' ve seen
it, Matt. It just lies around all day.
MATTHEW
(nmocki ngly)

Then what is it?
Li sa, having | ooked at Matthew, turns away

again. After a nonent she lies on the bed and
pretends to sl eep.
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MATTHEW
How do we know it doesn’t get up and nove things
around? How do we know it’s not the one who tore up
Tori’'s pajamas? How do we know?
(beat)
You think it’s a ghost.

LI SA
(frightened)
|’ m asl eep. Go away.

MATTHEW
Ghosts don’t exist, Lisa.

LI SA
Go away!

Mat t hew opens t he CREAKY door.

MATTHEW
Fi ne.

LI SA

(sitting up)
What if it is a ghost?

Mat t hew and Lisa | ook at each other for a nonent
bef ore Matthew sighs and gets onto the bed. He
hol ds her as she clings to him

MATTHEW
It's the cat.
LI SA
But what if it’'s not?
MATTHEW
Then we’ ||l deal with it. It shouldn’t be that hard;

ghosts don’t exist.

LI SA
|"ve told you, that cat has been with ne during sone of
t he haunti ngs.

MATTHEW
(at haunti ngs)
The what ?

LI SA
A ghost nakes sense!
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MATTHEW

We're not going to call them hauntings.
LI SA

VWl that’s what they are
MATTHEW

(struggling)

No. W' Il call them.. Qccurrences.

LI SA

That’ s stupi d.

MATTHEW
So is believing in ghosts.

The lights go out, leaving themin al nost pitch
dar kness. Lisa screans.

LI SA
(realizing)
Tori. Where's Tori? Tori!

(yel l'ing)
Tori, are you okay?

MATTHEW
Quiet, I'mtrying to find the flashlight. Stop
grabbi ng at ne.

LI SA
It’s in the drawer.
MATTHEW
CGot it.
The light froma flashlight noves around the room
and settles on an om nous shape in the opened
doorway. Lisa junps and runs to the other side of
the room The lights flicker back on and we see
Matthew, still in bed, holding the flashlight;
Lisa, on the other side of the roomand pointing a
finger at the doorway; and a CHILD in the doorway,
weepi ng. Lisa goes slowy over to the child,
shaken.
LI SA
Tori. Tori, are you okay, honey?
TOR

| woke up and was stuck in the bl ackness.
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LI SA
Oh, dear, it’s okay. The lights just went out again,
honey. 1t’1l be okay.
MATTHEW
Go back to bed, buddy.
TORI
Can | stay here?
LI SA
No, no, it’ll be okay. 1’Il take you to your
room Don’'t worry about the blackness. Soon you Il be

back asl eep and dream ng.

Lisa takes Tori into the hallway. Matthew gets
out of bed and | ooks out the w ndow.

MATTHEW
It can’t be a ghost. Ghosts don’t exist.

Lisa returns and goes directly to bed. Matthew
sits on the edge and notices sonething under the
bed. He reaches down and, after a nonent, pulls
out a black cat. The cat sits harmessly in his
arns, but Matthew s expression reveals his
horror. He |ooks at his wife and the curtains
cl ose.

Scene 2

A small living room with a simlar worn-in feel
as the bedroom Knick-knacks and pictures cover
the walls and confortable furniture sits on the
carpet in no particular arrangenent. On the left
wall there are windows to the outside, showi ng a
dark evening. At the back of the roomis an
entrance to the stairway |l eading to the bedroons.
Everything |l ooks like it’s in a state of disarray
except for a set of speakers and a CD pl ayer,
which are on a small table at the front of the
room qui etly playing classical nusic.

In the very middle of the roomsits a snall aninal
cage. Matthew is deep in one of the arnthairs,
staring at the cage and fingering a basebal

bat. He looks incredibly tired but is obviously
trying not to fall asleep. A creaking fromthe
stairs signals Lisa, who enters and | ooks at

Mat t hew sadly.
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LI SA
Tori is finally asleep. He' s been having nightmares,
but I gave hima flashlight so he won't panic next tine
the Iights go out.

Mat t hew grunts.

LI SA
At | east one of us will sleep tonight. Nothing strange
has happened since | ast night; naybe whatever is
haunting us has left. Wuldn't that be wonderful? To
be able to sleep again, w thout worrying about ghosts
or noises or Tori or bonmbs or aliens or circus clowns
are you listening to nme?

Lisa wal ks up to Matthew, who by now has al nost
fallen asleep, and tries to take the basebal |l bat
fromhim He jerks awake and she | ooks at him
suspi ci ously, then notices the cage.

LI SA
What’s in the cage, Matt?
MATTHEW
Your cat.
LI SA
What ? Wiy did you stick himin there?
MATTHEW
Li ke you said, nothing crazy has happened since | ast
ni ght.
Lisa tries to pick up the cage but Matthew pulls
her violently away. The cat neows as they
struggl e, but even when Lisa pulls away she
doesn’t try to touch the cage again. They stare
at each ot her.
MATTHEW

You don’t get it. We'Ill be okay now, that stupid cat
is trapped and he can’t hurt you or Tori
anynore. Everything will be okay!

LI SA
You' re insane. Do you really think a tiny cat could do
all of this?

MATTHEW
Are you really sure it couldn’t?
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LI SA
Let’s think about this logically.

MATTHEW
| mdone thinking logically! | want to get out of this
house! | want to get rid of that cat! | don’'t want to
be afraid!

LI SA

(after a pause)
You don’t really think it’s the cat, do you?

Mat t hew buries hinself in the chair,

sobbing. Lisa is torn between conforting himand
| eaving himalone. She decides to pick up the
cage again, but the cat’s neow betrays her and
Mat t hew st ands.

MATTHEW
Don't let it out, Lisa. You don't know what you' re

doi ng.

LI SA
You don’t know what you’'re doing. After all this talk
of bravery and not believing in ghosts, you were the
one who broke down. Not ne.

MATTHEW
Gve it to ne.
LI SA
No.
Matt hew | unges toward Lisa. After a few nonents
of chasing her, Mtthew gives up and stands
defeated in the mddle of the room Lisa puts the
cat cage on the chair. Aloud thud is heard from
upstairs and nultiple thunps follow. The couple
try to reach each other but the lights flicker and
go out. Creepy creaking sounds, followed by
t hunps and noans, are heard over the nusic.
MATTHEW

Lisa. Lisa, where are you? | can’t find you

LI SA
Matt, it's okay. |It’s just the lights.

MATTHEW
VWhat's that noise?
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LI SA
| don’t know. Calmdown, don't panic.

MATTHEW
(with grow ng anxiety)
What is it? Who' s there?

The noani ng and creaki ng get |ouder and stop. For
a nonment it’'s just the nusic playing.

MATTHEW
|’msorry. I'msorry. Please don't hurt ne, | don’t
want to die. Please don't hurt ne.
(desperately)
Chost! Chost!

The nusic flares, blaring into a crescendo and
stops. A small click is heard and the lights
flicker on, revealing Lisa beside the |ight

switch, Matthew cowering in the mddle of the room
and Tori standing beside the CD player. He is
fast asl eep.

LI SA
Tori? Tori, wake up!
TOR
Monma? Where am1? | was trying to get out of the
bl ackness, Momma. The lights don’t work.
LI SA
Ch honey. ..
TOR
What’s wong with Daddy?
MATTHEW
(com ng out of a daze)
Tori ?
LI SA
It’s time for bed. You can sleep with ne tonight,
okay?
TOR
Ckay.

Tori starts to go upstairs, revealing the strange
creaki ng and t hunpi ng sound; since he can only use
one foot at a tinme, he uses the second foot to
thunp his way up. Matthew stares at hi m bl ankly.
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LI SA
See, Matthew? A |ogical explanation. No
ghosts. Although | amglad | got to see the real you.

Lisa follows Tori upstairs. WMtthew slowy stands
and picks up the animal cage, then carries it with
himto the stairs. He |ooks up, then clicks the
light switch. The lights flicker out.



